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SINCE 2008 Amaanah has

empowered refugee women and youth
to acclimate to their new home here in
Houston. We know that it takes several
years for our New Americans to lay down
roots. But, as women and youth rebuild
their lives after leaving everything, they
know we believe in their long-term success.
This is why Amaanah is focused on holistic
services, supporting people in a 360 degree way.
Amaanah’s focus for the future is to expand our Teach 360 program to
support newly arrived immigrant and refugee youth through mentorship and
tutoring as we look to the future. A testament to our high-quality service was
the Houston Independent School District award to support more than 1,500
students in 2021. Amaanah will continue to support the Houston Independent
School District. In addition, education is the foundation of the future;
therefore, Amaanah established its first Scholarship Program to support ten
refugee students in undergraduate and graduate programs to further their
academic careers.
As the number of refugees brought to our country increases, your support is
more vital than ever. There haven’t been more ways to support newly arrived
refugees. Amaanah focuses on athletic, relief, and academic programs for
women and youth. But we can’t do this alone. So, please follow us on social
media, join our volunteer network, or give a meaningful gift.
For equitable support for refugees!

Jida Nabulsi

OUR MISSION

To be the leader in providing support for refugee and
immigrant families to have equal access to opportunities
for economic success and social prosperity.

OUR VISION

We believe that America is a land of opportunity, and that
opportunity can and should be equally accessible to all.
As a nation of immigrants, it’s our diversity of cultures,
languages, and experiences that make America truly
beautiful and we must honor and embrace that diversity
to build a better nation and a better world for all of us.
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PROGRAMS
TEACH 360
Amaanah’s Teach 360 is a program dedicated to immigrant and refugee students to
support them through academic and non-academic support. The Teach 360 program
has two components - tutoring and mentoring.
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TOTAL SCHOOLS

For the 2020 to 2021 school year, our partner Islamic Relief generously funded the Teach
360 tutoring program, which reached 232 English Language Learners across elementary
and middle schools in Houston. Students in the program received food cards, in-class
academic support, after school academic support, family social and emotional support,
technology, and financial support through this effort. Covid-19 caused major interruptions
and changes to teaching where Amaanah came to support students where they were, in
order for them to succeed in school.
In 2021, Amaanah was granted a significant contract from the Houston
Independent School District to provide mentoring services to immigrant
and refugee students for the 2021-2022 school year. As a result, at
the end of 2021, Amaanah supported more than 30 elementary,
middle, and high schools. In addition, more than 1,500 students
were participating in Amaanah’s Teach 360 tutoring and
mentoring program.
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3% average increase in English grades with dedicated tutor support
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SCHOLARSHIPS

RELIEF

To address the inequities of higher education support for our refugee students,
Amaanah established a scholarship program. The scholarship program is designed
to support those refugee students seeking post high school education in the form of
trade school, university, or a certificate program to enhance their knowledge to earn a
living wage. Unfortunately, our students often cannot pursue higher education due to
economic constraints, and this program was created to address that gap. In 2021, a total
of $47,000 was awarded to ten students to continue their education.

“This scholarship meant a lot to me. It

has helped me achieve my goals so far,
and it has also allowed me to be more
selective in how I spend my free time.”
- Adnan Mohammed

Amaanah’s vision of 360-degree support doesn’t
stop with our educational or athletic programs.
The relief program supports women and youth
through food distributions, school supplies, grocery
stipends, financial aid, etc. The success of our relief
program is through the Amaanah volunteer network.
The volunteer network brings people together to serve
their community in a more impactful way. To join the Amaanah
volunteer network, please text volunteer to 844.358.3872 to
be added. Thank you to all of our volunteers who are the
backbone of our Houston community.
Whether it was for Winter Storm URI, for the influx of
new arrivals, or to provide a warm jacket for a child, your
support provides a safety net for the most vulnerable
in our community. For example, when Afghans were
displaced from their homes, Amaanah partnered with
Interfaith Ministries, the Alliance for Multicultural Services,
and the YMCA to welcome our Afghan Allies who arrived in
late 2021. They will continue to come and need assistance.
Thank you to our partners Islamic Relief USA, Whole Foods,
Alfa Kappa Omega, the Houston Endowment, Embassy
of the State of Qatar, Motiva, Sodexo, and our donors
who impacted more than 11,000 people through this
program alone.
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PROGRAMS
BIG SISTER CIRCLE
The Big Sister Circle (BSC) is a program birthed
from the vision of a sisterhood banded together
to ensure each other’s success.
A group of 30 immigrant women (little sisters)
journeyed together with women from the local
Houston community (big sisters) to improve their
English skills. Women were paired together with those
who spoke their native language to support their English
acquisition. Through this program, women bonded together
through cooking, educational seminars, and expanding their
English vocabulary.
Amaanah developed a curriculum focused on topics that
help women become more independent and confident in
daily interactions. Topics such as workplace terminology, the
school system, banking, and financial literacy are covered.
The BSC program also considers women’s mental health and
emotional well-being essential to success. Therefore, women
had access to multiple counseling sessions and continuous
support from their big sisters.
Food security is one of the biggest challenges for our families.
To alleviate some of the burdens of everyday life, all women
received monthly grocery stipends and partial financial support.
Two deserving women were surprised with a home
makeover. First, Amaanah purchased new furniture,
décor, and kitchen items to make their living space
a home. Then, the Amaanah volunteer network
assembled, cleaned, and decorated their space and
gave each family a big welcome home surprise.
Thank you to the Houston Food Bank, Islamic
Relief, Multi Cultural Center, the Schweitzer
Fellowship and Rice University for supporting
our Big Sister’s Circle and making it a 360-degree
program to help immigrant and refugee women.

AMAANAH LIONS SOCCER
The Amaanah Lions is a free soccer program for refugee
youth boys from 16-25 years of age. The mission of the
Amaanah Lions is to help Houston refugees adapt to their
new environment through soccer, supporting them as they
build friendships, integrate into a new city, and find their place
in America. Amaanah’s Head Coach, Amine Amrouni, leads the
Amaanah Lions soccer program and ensures our youth have a
mentor to lean on and get the support athletes need when they
need it.
The Amaanah Lions climbed the ranks to play in Divisions 2A
and 2B for the 2020-2021 soccer season in the Houston
Football Association. The Lions also competed in the
Sportskind league, placing first in the 2021 season.
For those who are not ready to play competitively, we
encourage our youth to come to play all year round
with the team to gain skills and build a community
around our newly arrived youth.

PARTNERS
Turkish Raindrop House

Collaboration and partnerships are the essence of the
non-profit space to maximize the impact together. In 2021,
Amaanah focused on developing meaningful relationships. We
thank all of our partners for helping us spread our mission.

The Turkish Raindrop House generously opened its doors to allow us a venue
to serve our community after Winter Storm URI and Relief efforts in Ramadan.
Through that partnership, more than 1000 families were served.
Mezban
Mezban Restaurant graciously opened its doors to Amaanah so that we could
use its space after Winter Storm URI.

Houston Independent School District (HISD)
HISD continues to be a critical partner for reaching newly arrived refugee students who
need support to thrive.
Islamic Relief USA
Islamic Relief USA generously funded the Teach 360 program for the school year 20202021. With their help, Amaanah continued to make strides in building a program to
support our English language learners academically and socially. Although Islamic Relief
USA did fund Teach 360, they also provided in-kind goods and funding for relief efforts
to combat food insecurity in the Greater Houston area.
Islamic Society of Greater Houston (ISGH)
This partnership was vital for our Afghan Allies, who arrived in 2021. In addition, ISGH
provided grocery cards to all of our allies to purchase Halal meat.
UT Physicians
This partnership continues from previous years. UT Physicians caters to Amaanah’s
clients. When we learned that our Afghan Allies were coming with no medical insurance,
Amaanah negotiated a partnership with UT Physicians to accommodate those families
from the Amaanah network.
Interfaith Ministries, The Alliance for Multicultural
Community Services, and the YMCA
When Afghans had to flee their home country searching for safety, Amaanah and Interfaith
Ministries, The Alliance for Multicultural Community Services, and the YMCA came together.
Amaanah took referrals from the agencies and supplied Afghan allies with household items,
medical appointments, newborn support, and rental relief in the short term.
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MOHAMMAD’S STORY OF THRIVING

“So now, I am
part of this great
organization, and
I am proud to
be part of this
great community
supporting refugees
and immigrants.”
Mohammed Sameer

When I came to the United States in February of
2020, I was referred to Amaanah Services by one
of my neighbors, an immigrant from Syria. So I
contacted Amaanah Services via e-mail and phone
call, and I was enrolled in the database. I was
receiving text messages to come and receive the
assistance package prepared by Amaanah Services.
In one of the events, I had a discussion with one
of the Amaanah Services staff, and I offered my
skills and abilities that I have and shared some of
my experiences. Later in 2020, I got a call from
Amaanah Services regarding a job, and the next day
I was interviewed. So now, I am part of this great
organization, and I am proud to be part of this great
community supporting refugees and immigrants.

PATH FORWARD
2021 was an exceptional year of growth for Amaanah. As
we look at 2022 and beyond, the focus will be on expanding
the Teach 360 programs to support the academic and
social well-being of our immigrant and refugee students.
With the multi-year award from the Houston Independent
School District, we plan to serve thousands of students
annually. In addition, other districts with a high rate of
refugee and immigrant youth are candidates for Amaanah’s
Teach 360 program.
Amaanah continues to focus on holistic services through
partnerships and collaboration to offer opportunities to our
community through education, careers, athletics, health,
and relief programs. You can strengthen our community
with your gift, time, or share our mission with your network.
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